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The purpose of this study was to know research ethics education offered at medical schools in Japan. A self-ad-
ministered, anonymous questionnaire was sent to the instructors of research ethics education classes at all 82 univer-
sities with medical schools. Respondents were asked about their demographics, goals for research ethics education,
specific teaching methods for each grade level, and difficulties they experience in research ethics education. The
research was conducted in March 2019.

We received answers from 23 of 82 universities (28.0% response rate), and responses from 20 universities were
analyzed, excluding the three universities that had no relevant person in charge. Fourteen universities explicitly men-
tioned the protection of human subjects as a goal of research ethics education, and nine universities mentioned re-

search integrity. The educational topics varied widely, and many universities offered the course by the fourth grade
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of study. Many answers had their classes through lectures and case studies, and some universities introduced e-learn-

ing. Although the response rate was low, we were able to grasp the current status of research ethics education for

medical students in Japan.
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