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Human fetal tissue is an important tool for medical research, especially in the study of infectious diseases. Howev-
er, human fetal tissue research has been a controversial issue in the United States, influenced by the abortion dis-
pute. This paper aims to introduce the Trump administration’s policy on medical research using human fetal tissues
obtained from elective abortion, the National Institutes of Health's response to that policy, and the repercussions of
the policy for American society. The Trump administration imposed strict restrictions on research using human fetal
tissues obtained from elective abortion, with pro-life activists initially supporting these restrictions. As the COVID-
19 pandemic coincided with these restrictions, opponents of the policy argued that human fetal tissue could contrib-
ute to research for a cure or vaccine for COVID-19. As the pandemic continues, some pro-life organizations have
begrudgingly accepted vaccinations developed using cell lines derived from aborted fetuses, which were not subject

to the Trump administration's restrictions. This suggests that in extreme situations such as the COVID-19 pandem-
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ic, there is a need to further emphasize the perspective of subject protection.
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